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Tur following hort Diſcourſes werg 

not intended by the Author for pu- 
blication : but being ſolicited by many Who 
heard them preached to indulge them with 
the manuſ cript for this purpoſe, he reluc- 
tantly yielded to their ſolicitations, Whe- 
ther he acted right or not in granting them 
this indulgence, i is ſubmitted to the candour 
of the Pablic. A true regard to the civil and 
religious conſtitutions of this kingdom has 
induced the Author to allow theſe Diſcour- 
ſes to be publiſhed, as it was from that 
principle they were preached : and an e- 
qual regard to the ſame . objects 
has influenced the Editors to give them to 
the world; in che hope, chat a ſpirit of ge- 
nuine patriotiſm may be thereby promot- 
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bn, As fereral things of conſiderable i im: 
portance could only be hinted at in the 


delivery, a fey notes are added. Tbe Ode | 
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to Liberty was written by the Author with 
a profeſſed deſign for 9 : and it 
is profamed,2 ne che ſubject of the Diſcour- 
ſes i is * a == pature, chere can be no 
imp f publiſhi ing it along with 


EY . che conſent 
8 * following Dedication i is prefixed, | 
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PSALM Ccxxvl. 3. 


The Lord hath done great things for ws; where we. 
N RIS 3 
W 

* ihe of our afembling W e this 
day is to expreſs, in our prayers and 
praiſes, our cordial gratitude to God, for the 
diſtinguiſhing bleſſings we enjoy in a national 
capacity—bleflings of a civil and religious na - 
ture, ſecured to us by the glorious and memo- 
rable event of the Revolution, which took place 
an hundred years ago, in the days of our fore- 
fathers. It was in that year; on this day of the 
month, Gor was pleaſed to land in fafety on 
this iſland; the Prince of Orange; who, on the 
abdication of King James, was called to the 
throne of theſe kingdoms, by the Eſtates of Par- 
liament, and by the united voice of a free peo- 
ple. Impreſſed with a ſenſe of the high value 
of our civil and religious liberties, firmly eſta- 
bliſhed by divine providence at that remarkable 
#ra, the General Aſſembly of this church, at 
their laſt meeting, appointed a national thankſ- 
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giving to be obſerved on this day of the mich ys 
on purpoſe that, recalling to our remembrance 
the great things the Lonn hath done for-us; we | 
may beidiſpoſed to make a proper improvement 


of the unſpeakable mercies; by which we are 
. diſtinguiſhed from be b ee mee | 


109 rr V u Doll on 

| 1s 585 Divi i: ani ont 0308 '* 
x. Tu eben event we are called this day to 
commemorate, may be well compared to the 
return of the Jews from their Babyloniſh capti- 
vity,” to which the words of our text evidently. 
allude. 80 unexpected and ſo improbable in 
the uſe of all human and ordinary means was 


the delverance of God's ancient people from 


their miſerable bondage, that they are introdu- 
ced*in' the beginning of the 'pſalm, as ſeized 


With aſtoniſhment at the happy revolution with 


which they were favoured: © When the Lon p 
t turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 
4 like them who dream?” The memorable Re- 


volution of this nation in the year 1688 was ſo 
very improbable, and accompliſhed in fo peace. 


able a manner, * "that our fathers might have 


* Vi x ws hal and ſtriking circumſtance of the 
Revolution, Which ſetved to brighten that illuſtrious period, 
was, the accompliſhment. of it without bloodſhed ' When 
we conſider the magnitude, and vaſt importance of the e- 
vent, we eaſily recogniſe a particular providence ; not ſo 
much in the final infatuation of King James, as in predif- 
poſing the cauſes that conſpired to give the Prince of Orange 
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juſtly deemed ivinpittuG ona fenciful repre» 
ſentation rather what they ardently: defired, 
than what they were actually favoured with. 


Thereffe& which the deliverance of the Jews 


from captivity produced on their minds is 
recorded in the ſecond verſe, Then was our 
mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
«. with ſinging: then ſaid they among the hea- 
$;' then, The Lon hath done great things for 
them.“  Sentiments and expreſſions equally 
applicable in the days of our forefathers, at the 
important æra of the Revolution. Then every 
ſurrounding nation might have juſtly ſaid, The 
Load, even the God of this iſland, bath! dane 
great things for them; ſo that, the perſons 
themſelves, who were favoured with this ſignal 
deliverance, might have well returned in echo 
* grateful ſentiment of our text, The Lozp 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are 
N « glad.” For US, my brethren, for us their hdd 


3B MOLTTOUHISGAP T1. Bug DO #.mardt git 
nahen e ; 
| Pak 8 _ the 3 without oppoſition, 8 a 
ſingle ſword drawn in the conteſt. By. the violent meaſures 
the King purſued, he had loſt the confidence of his ſubjects. 
The greateſt part of the ſtate, the church, the fleet, and the 
army, were previouſly dilaffected: accordingly, ſoon after 
the-Prince of Orange had landed on this iſland, the whole 
kingdom, a few popiſh lords and prieſts excepted, declared 
for. his intereſt. What a different ſcene was acted on the 
fame theatre in the civil wars between the Houſes of York 
and Laneaſler, or between King Charles I. and the Parlia- 
pens | | | 


m 3 MROWOIN! 1 
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flour the getleretibhr-that thümxiſted- Thedndk. 


timable bleſſings we enjoy were entailed, if 
may fo expreſs myſelf, on us-their! offspring. 
Our civil and religious liberties are ſo important 
| rer bee may quſthy enclaim, 
„The Lond! hath done great things for us, 
| 6. cherefore our heart are de, drs a/ we 
unite our cordial with the .inha- 
+bitants of this land, to the God of all our mer - 
ö you whoſe: alinighty power was exerted; and 
whoſe holy arm qras ſtretched forth in our fat 
Ae from the hands of our enemies. 11g03; 
tn nec van ile nit V 44 1 He i ALE 
Lon hath done for us and then, by way of 
improvement, ſhew uhat effects the conſidera - 
tion of chaſe great things ought to produce— 
gladneſs of heart, and a conduct, in ſome mea- 
| e eee, gi to PRs intenſe: weekend 


115 Ir ier ae 47 ee de ; 
J. Ar is een to ene as of thoſe 

great things: the Lonp bath done for us. In il 
luſtrating this part of our ſubject, which exi- 
dently opens to our view a very extenſive ſield 
of obſervation, we ſhall endeavour, in the firſt 
Place, to point out thoſe evils from which this 
pation, in divine ee was delivered by 


| ſhall conſider the poſitive bleſlings/that were ſe- 


cured tous, by the doing of che Lend, at that = 
important period. ap een eee i e 


1119109 .040}-915; ite nyt ld D fer yr 
lh tbe firſt: place): pai TRE) eee 
manifoldevils from which this nation was happi- 
-ly delivered at the glorious æra of the Revolu- 
-tibri, we will be convinced that +5 the Loan 
* hath done great things for us; whereof we 
oupght to be glad. It is well know] to thoſe, 
who are acquainted; with the hiſtory of this 


ing the ſignal event we are this day commemo- 


rating, that the moſt arbitrary ſchemes were 
formed by the King then on the throne; and by 
his evil counſellors—ſchemes moſt deſtructive 
to our civil, and mofſ ruinous to dur religious 
lüberties. A ſyſtem of principles Was warmly 
and avowedly adopted, to fubvert the conſtitu- 
7 
ſtem was purſued, and in ſome degree unhap- 
pily executed. In this northern part of the 
iſland, a ſtop was put to all juſt and legal pro- 
ceedings; and the lives and properties of the 
ſubjects were at the mercy of their rapacious 
and tyrannical rulers. When we conſider how 
dear and precious, how important and intereſt. 
ing the civil rights of a free people are, it can | 
Pot be any matter of furpriſe, though many in 


'1 
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chis eountrysat that period were ade dt 70 
into a ſtate of abſolute deſpondency;wwhile, with 
weeping eyes and fearful, expectations, they 
looked upward- to, the gathering ſtorm that 
threatened to {weep away every veſtige of the 
aſylum af liberty. At chis diſtant period, àt is 

not, poſſible for us to enter thoroughly into the 
ſpirit, of their ſituationʒ but we may conjecture 
What our own, would probably have been, if the 
court had not been overturned by Gon, in ſend - 
ing us a deliverer from a foreign land.“ In. 
Read of enjoying the ſweets pf liberty, we would. 
have been enthralled. in miſerable bondage: in- 
Read of being able to call aur perſons, our lives, 
and gur properties, ↄur owns we ſhould have 
held them by the moſt, precarigus/ tenure; and 
a5 che call of tyranny, at the ſtern. voice of lord · 


* i ar ik not Wiraddanith g doubt t that King James, hh 
the advice of his evil eounfellors; aimed at nothing lefs thah 
«total change of our civil conſtitution -/ The ſpirit of liberty 
which, had been difuſed throughout the nation, in the ſtrug - 
| gle between King Chagles I. and the parliament,. ſoon. de- | 
gene enerated into licentiouſneſs: and i it has not only been con- 

jectöred, pat armed by the billbfiaus of that period, chat 


if Ring Jaines bud carried on bis meafures with a little mare 


of a deſpotic government ij and if ihis had taken place, our 
anceſtors, and we their poſterity, would have ſeen, popery 
the eſtabliſhed religion of Great Britain, But the King, un- 
happily for himſelf, and happily for theſe kingdoms, fell in- 
to the ſnare he had imprudently laid for others. 


prudence; he anight at laſt haue ſeated himſelf on the thrbne 1 58 
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ly oppreſſion; muſt have reſignecꝭ them in a no- 2 
ment the leaſt expeRed; and moſt unprovided 
againſt. We eduld net now have eſti mated our 
friends; our relatives, our houſes; and the com- 
forts of civil life; as ſacred and permanent bleſ- 
ſings, when they might have been torn from 
us without any warning — without an arm to 
guard, or laws to defend us. Theſe are evils, 
my brexhren, of the firſt magnitude evik, un- 
der which many of our fellow. ertatures in other 
nations ſtill groan, Who wear the iron chains of 
flavery, and feel the ſcourge of bondage under 
arbitrary governments. Foreigners, wh have 
taſted the fweets of liberty in viſiting this ifland, 
have regarded bur civil conftitution, ſecured and 
eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, as the wonder of 
nations, and the boaſt of the world. But on this 
we ſhall have dccafion to enlarge more filly, 
when we come to ſpeak of the poſitive bleſſings 
that were eſtabliſhed at-the period of the-Revo- 
- lution!” In blaſting all the-deep-laid ſchemes of 
a corrupted court, to deprive this nation of her 
civil liberty, we may juſtly fay,. „The Loxd 
bath done great things for us: he hath.turn- - 
ed back our captivity, therefore we will rejoĩce 
in Him, who“ changeth the times and the ſea- 
* ſons; who removeth kings, and ſetteth up 
« kings: * by whom wy reign and princes 
3 decree juſtice.” of i 0 
Dan. ü. 21. e e 


tia; + 


6 St bb & 2 i⸗ 
*Moxtovinn; we were wot"bily-dellvereds 


flom the threatening forth /whith dbl hive” | 
entirely overturned our civil coriſtitation! but 
we were happily fived from the effects of A4 fy n 
ſtem then adopted, that involved In its"bofotti- 
the deſtruction of our religious liberties.” Let“ 
any perſon turn over to the hiſtory of this kad 
for ſeveral years preteding the Revolution a 
he will ſee, and read with aſtoniſhiment, the! 
cruelties and maffacres, the depredations and. 
impriſonments, which mary of our forefathers 
ſuffered, betaufe they would not comply will 
popiſii rulers, and renounte their adherenet to 
the proteſtant religion: for however ſpecidus 1 
eee plaufible the reaſons free 
BL EAN LIPS 5.2! Ls ak mrs £3 us 
Ir ii to be regreted, Fee pro- 


per hiſtory of the ſtate af eccleſiaſtical, affairs in, Scotland, 
for ſeveral years immediately preceding the "Revolution. 
The fulleſt account of the tranſactions of thoſe times is to be 
found in Wodrow's Hiſtory; where the feader will ſee what 
appreſſive and tyranhical meaſures were carried on in Scot- 
land, eſpecially in the weſtern caunties. It is ſaid, that ſome - 
valuable manuſcripts are ſtill exiſting, which, if publiſhed, 
would throw great light on this benighted period. ; Such ig- 
debd Wit the confulfott'of the times, that we cannot erpeck 

a regular detail of the prevailing meaſures. Great men in 
power appear to have acted from no principle either. of hu- 
manity or ſound policy. + Skinner, in his late hiſtory « EY 
he calls the Church of Scotland, exhibits the features of - 
his own order in the moſt favourable point of view ; and en. en- | 
deavouts to draw A veil, a very thin veil indeed, over the Fong 


conduct of the epiſcopal clergy at that unbappy period. © IN 
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great men than in power aſſigned for their con- 


duct, it was caſy to ſeę thraugh the chin anßd 
1 veil, that all their deſigns pointed at 
nothing leſs than the total ſubverſion of religi · 


ous, liberty, which in every age has been moſt 
unfriendly to tyrannical government. The form 


of that happy preſhyterian church government, 


which was reſtored. at the Revolution in this 


part of the iſland, had been interrupted and o- 
verturned by deligning men, aided by the warm, 
zeal of the epiſcopal clergy: . The miniſters. of : 


that perſuaſion were ſo vaſtiendly to any re- 


formation, that they actually ſubſcribed an ahh | 

horrence of the meditated expedition of the 
Prince of Orange, While they termed his at- 
tempt a lawleſs invaſion. * And ſuch was the 


ſpirit of the times with the great men in power, 


that the inhabitants of Scotland were abliged to 
turn their eyes for relief to men of conſtitutiphal - 
principles, both in church and ſtate, in theneigh- 
bouring kingdom of gra However much 


# « a tha toſs of de eptcopal clergy is. 


Scotland, commonly called Non. jurors, ſtill continued un- 


friendly to the Houſe of Hanover ; and perſiſted in their re. 
ſolution for near a century, not to pray for the King and "I 
Royal Family. Since the death of the late Pretender, they 

have publicly expreſſed their loyalty to the reigning Sove- - 


reign. The leading motive that has influenced them to this 
conduct remains to be accounted for. 


— 


8 8 EROMMOINS . 
our forefathers were attached to the race of the 
Stuarts as their native ſovertigns; yet ſuck was 
che propenſity, the deep oed prejudice; ant 
invincible predilection of that family in favours 
the pbpim reilgi0n, tt $6 0.28 ffecmprtt⸗ 
ble with the principles of proteſtants to Allow 
them peaceably to occupy the throne of theſe 
kingdoms. Accordingly, ſome years ſubſequent 
to the Revolution, on the extinction of the pro- 
teſtant branch of the Stuart family,” the crown 
was transferred to the Houſe of Hanover, which 
has given us a race of princes as ſtedfaſt in their 
adherence to proteſtant principles; as illuſtrious 
in fapport of civil liberty.“ But to this day 2 
popiſh king might have occupied the throne of 
theſe kingdoms, if at the memorable æra of the 
Revolution, the Lon p had not done great things 
for us, in Ee har PR oranges | 
nen ens 1 OAT BYTLL HY Ui | . 
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9 . te a Anne's reign, s 
has been aſſerted, that deep ſchemes were laid to bring over 
the Pretender, on purpoſe to exclude the preſent reigning | 
family. The tories had gained the aſcendancy ; unfriendly to 
the Houſe of Hanvver, they were unfriendly to the principles 
of the Revotation Sertlement. But all their meaſures werk 


blaſted by the happy ſpirit of the times in favour of the pro- 
teſtant Nan Experience, dear bought experience, had 


SAR” 


Prince brought up in the popilh region ry with aer 
be I oy” * jk 
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Io excite our gratitude, and to heighten; our 
praiſes,, we hall draw a few outlines of the mes” 
lancholy picture of what our ſituation at preſent 
would probabiy have been, if the arbitrary 
ſchemes of a corrupted court had been unhappily 
carried into full execution. In general, we would 
haye been enſla ved by popiſh tyranny, and en- 
chained with the ſhackles of Romiſh ſuperſtition. 
No light of purity would have thed it's benign 
and comfortable rays on this unhappy land; and 
loft to all ſenſe: of what is truly valuable in the 
Chriſtian religion, we might have been follow · 
ing the imaginations of our own hearts, and 
peaceably ſubmitting ourſelves to all the fangui- 
nary proceedings of 4 ha r But 
me PN SEP N l 
1. WIE ache been wad of * 1 
of Gov in our native language. However lit · 
tle this blefſed- book is valued by many among 
us, becauſe it is ſo common; yet our forefathers, 
in the days of popiſh perſecution,” did not heſi- 
rate to retain in their houſes copies of the Holy 
Scriptures, though at the evident riſk. of theip 
liberties, their goods, and their lives. Look 
into the preſent ſtate” of thoſe countries on they 
Continent, that are under the dominion of pox 
perf gee you will find the great body of the 

abilants in the deepeſt ignorance, debarred 


the uſe of the * debarred from the 
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_ knowledge of Gp and the way of 4alvatiog. 
Nike this bon from| atnong us; however little 
we prize this diſtinguiſhing bleſſing chis ud 
be a greater evil than if the ſun were to he for 
ever darkened : for bat is natural light com- 
pared to the light of the Scriptures; to guide dur 
wandering feet into the paths of peace; and 
everlaſting ſalvation. through! Jagus'|Cugise? 
Lan we then tllink of this ineſtimable mercy, 
and not think at the ſame time hat our fitua- = 
tion would have been, if we had boen deptived 
of it? Shall we not praiſe the Lan p for his good - 
neſs, and oe a1 wonderful works a for this 
vor gee * 251 ed «Us Ni 7 or 8 
010% en to-viadls 1113 263 of vis dil 
21 . Pb: of enjoying the ordinances of di- 
vine inſtitution in their native purity and ſim- 
-plicity, we might have been bowing down to 
the maſs, to images of ſaints, to relics-of men 
departed like ourſelves. | Denied the cup in the 
- Lord's Supper, we would have been obliged o 
believe that the bread in that ordinance Was real - 
Jy tranſubhſtantlated . into the · body of Carers a 
doctrine ſo palpably abſurd, that in a former age, 
it paved the way for the great work of Reform · 
tion; far Which we canneverbeſuflicientlythank- * 
ful. Not only deprived of the free uſe of the word 
of God, we would have been deſtitute of the in- 


” Lines weans of hearing it preached, exfilained 
and illuſtrated; and thus have remained in groſs 
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of the truths of the goſpel, and of the 
— of falvation through: Jasvs Guν,jê-T : For 
A faith cometh by hearing and bearing by the 
* ord of GOD The edifying duty of pub- 
he prayer in our native language would have 
been unknown and unpractiſed; and the no leſs 
| delightful exerciſe of public praiſe, in which we 
are peculiarly employed on this day, would have 
been denied us. But, bleſſed be Gop , from 
all theſe evils this nation was happily delivered 
at the Revolution; for which we ought to give 
thanks tothe GY EIS 111 0 
zid) 101 5ngb etiow lutiobgos cid 101 bur Fran 
3. To fum up all, the free exerciſe of Ro ern 
liberty, in the true ſenſe of that word, would 
have been turn from: us, and the heavieſd re- 
ſtraints laid on our conſciences. We muſt have 
fubſcribed doctrines oppoſite to the word off 
Go, and to the ſpirit of the. goſpel: we would 
-have been taught to believe in the infallibility 
of the ſupreme head of the Romiſh church, that 
man , fin, n the apoſtle John ob- 
ligediſalemnly to ear that no faith is to he kept 
. With heretics, a name given to-proteſtants, and 
to all wha do not ſymbolize with that church; 

Een give our ſanction to all the bloody per- 
ſecutions of that antichriſtian religion. And if 
e did not fubſcribe to theſe tenets, and many 
bythe Nee eES to the N hen very 95 
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muſt unavoidably have fallen a ſacrifice. to theig: 
fanguinary laws, which, carry. death along with 
them to all who will not implicitly imbibe and 
adhere to theſe pernicious doctrines. This is a 
very ſhoxt and imperfect ſæetch of choſe evil from 
which our forefathers were happily delivered an 
hundred years ago. It is true, they had not felt 
them in all their utmoſt latitude; but the cloud 


was heavy and el PartengLngayerk calami- 
* Hence ay fe the reaſon why the people. of Scotland, 
a few years ago, oppoſed ſo ftrenuouſly the repeal of the pe- 
nal laws reſpecting papiſts=and were ſucceſt ful. The re: 
peal of theſe laws in England is not to be wondered at, when 
we conſider that the church in that kingdom ſymbolizes, in 
many of her inſtitutions, with the Romiſh church. This 
repeal however has been. produced as an evidence of the i in 
creaſing tolerating ſpirit of the times: but was there any ſuck 
oleration, any ſuch liberality, ſhewn to the diſſenters in Eng- 2 
tand, when chat reſpectable, loyal body of men, petitioneck 

Partinment, ſometime ago, for the repeal of certain oppreſ- 
five laws under which they laboured, and were refuſed the 
prayer of their petition ?, What has Government to feag 
from them? Surely got ſo much. as from tolerated papiſts. 


2 


By the way, it is worthy of KL that the ſul} ection 
of the province of Quebec to Great Britain, and afterwards 
the legal eſtabliſhment of popery chere in the year 1774, wat 
one cauſe among many others, that accelerated the revolt 
of America, and forever loſt to this nation the greateſt part 
N. our colonies. The eſtabliſhment of popery in that pro- 
vince, and the ad miſſion of Roman Catholics into che coun- 
cil for the government of Canada, wear an aſpect the molt 
* to cur civil and religious'libertics. | 
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ty, and threatening every monicat the deftivcs 


tion of their civil and religious privileges. They 

might therefore well rejoiee in. the great things 

the Logp did for then; and it is our duty to 

raiſe the fame ſong of praiſe, as we enjoy the 

fame happy privileges, which they' tas Vac 
2 cat ſo dearly ner Og £248 
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Jo chis view of the wood Ada th | 
Loxp, by way of deliverance, hath done for 
theſe lands, 'I would by no means omit to 
add two other very remarkable events, which 
this ſecular anniverſary, and this day of the 
month, naturally call to our remembrance. 
The firſt event I have in my eye is, the glorious 
deliverance which the LoD wrought for this 
iſland, in blowing with his wind, and ſcattering 
the formidable fleet of Spain, vainly and proud- 
ly called the Invincible Armada. This fignal de- 
liverance took place exactly two centuries ago, 
in the year 1588. The other event is, that di- 

abolical ſchemg called the Cim-Powder Conſpiruty, 
which was formed by ſeveral popiſh recuſants, 
to deſtroy, with one blow, the King and his 
Parliament, on the fifth day of November 1605. 
And if a particular providence had not een 
fed in behalf of this nation, this ſcheme, unpa: 
ralleled in the hiſtory of nations, would have 
been executed. But the hand that hath faved 
this country in many wonderful ways, was then 
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evidently ſtretched out for #1 II 
we now live ſignal monuments of the ſparing - 
mercy of the Go whom we-adore, and profeſy - 
to ſerve. . On all theſe accounts, we are called. 
this dax to offer up our united — ren 


eee e Bf , ale 


Bur, we ought not only to 3 che evil: | 
from which-we have been delivered; to inſpire. 
us with the warmeſt ſentiments. of gratitude; . 
we ought alſo to dwell with heart-felt pleaſure 
on the poſitive, bleſſings we enjoy—bleflings N 
which were ſecured by divine providence at the 
Revolution, and have continued to gladden this 
country ever ſince that r hs This 
Sil lend an as propoſed, RW = AION 


* the ficond lace. To * x view of our . 
vil and igen W 


F i. iar your minds my brethren, dwell ON the : 


+ 3D, 


liberties: By the good laws of this! land, enaQt- 

ed by the egiſlative powers of this country, and 
enforeed by the executive, our lives and pro- 
perties, our ſubſtance and families; all that is 
dear and valuable to us in this world; arè pro. | 
tected and ſecured. We are the ſubjects of a. 

conſtitution the moſt favourable to freedom; 5 
the moſt inimical to flavery ; that raiſes the hu⸗ 


s u d N W & 


man mf fir above oppreſiön ind tyranny i 
that gives à noble bent to che ace powers of 
the ſoul ; and ęxcites to induſtry, commerce; 
rhd every art friend to che happinek and peace 
of fociety. At the Revolution, more juſt and 
clear ideas were formed of liberty, and the rights 
of mankind. The deſtinction between the legil- 
lative and executive powers of Government 
Was defined with more preciſion ; andthe lines* | 
petween the prerogative: of the King, and the 
Eſtates of Parliament, vert drwen — 
actneſs udknowh if any former 
would be foreign from the hatur 
cburſe to enter into à deſeription of —— 
parts of the political fyſtem of the'Brjtiſh Go. 
vernment, or to in veſtigate in detail the nature 
of our civil laws, that are productive of ſo much 
national felicity* We have only to appeal to 
facts and experience to the experience of us 
all, who have participated of the fweets of civil 
liderty ; e we ac and behade "nl | 
* CE A RIDES, WED Ye; 


R * * , P \ : — _ #3 .V N 
W * * 
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* See i De Lai on the Brin Ocuiaios md yr 
aſter all, ſuch is the delicate nature of our civil conſtitution, 
that the ſeparate prerogatives of the King, che Lords, and 
the Commons, will not bear a diſtin definition. It was this 
that gave riſe to the diſputes between the Crown and the 
Houſe of Commons, on the introduction of the preſent 
Miniſtry, which were likely to hare | been attended wit 


very ſeri us conſequences.” -—- . e SL 


nen £- 

the proper ſubjects of a free Goveriment, we. 
- ean (mile at the impotent rage of a tyrant, and 
brave with ſafety the inſults of every oppreſſor. 
By the famous Billof Rights ſubſcrĩbed and ſworn 
to by the Sovereign at the Revolution, and ſub- 
ſcribed and fworn to by fitcceedin g Prince 
who has occupied the throne of theſe kingdoms, 
our happy conſtitution is eſtabliſhed on the firm- 
eſt baſis, not tobe ſhaken but by our fins and wick- 
edneſs, whereby we may juſtly provoke Gb to 
forſake us, and one day to deliver us into the 
hands of our enemies: For it is righteouſh 
4% alone that exalteth à nation; but fin” is 5 
_ * ruin of any people. For theſe laws and fl. 
berties of a civil nature, let us then offer up out 
_ rribute of gratitude and praiſe to Gop, who 
| hath done ſo great things for us. The confi- 
deration of the great things which the Lon 
hath done for us in a religious point of view, 
we reſerve to the FN diſcourſe, * N 
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FN our laſt diſcourte,. we. con ſidered 1 ſome ne + 
the great. things which the Lozp h th + 34x | 
for us, by direing your attention to thoſe &- 
Vils from which his nation was happily deliver 
ed at the Revolution; 3 and concluded with a © 
very few ſhort obſervations, on the poſitiye bel 
fings then ſecured to us with Sedo to our 9 
liberties. We now Progergy 


2. To conſider ſome of the great things which 
the Lord hath done for us in a religious point 
of view, wheregf we this * , to be 
glad. And, 


I the firſt place, AT the memorable period of 
the Revolution, the proteſtant religion was not 
only tolerated, but eſtabliſhed by Government 
i be the religion of this country. Before that 

9 2 


| | 
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period, proteſtints had never been fo firmly ſe: 
cured in their religious nights and privileges; not 
could this be the caſe; ſo long as the family that 


ſat on the throne as either tinctured with the 
ſpirit, or prejudiced in favourg of the tenets uf 
popery. The great) deliverer of -this country, 
under Gon, the Prince of Orange, whoſe me- 
mory will ever be dear to every free · born Bri- 
ton, and true proteſtant, was born, peer 1 
and educated in the proteſtant religion. 
that illuſtrious perſonage came to the —— 
he accordingly, from principle, bound hinſalf 
by the moſt ſolemn engagements, to preſeve en- 
tire that ſyſtem of religious principles, Which 
was moſt correſponding to the word of God, and | 
in direct oppoſition to the tenets of the church 
of Rome 5 9 and every ſubſequent ſovereign. has 


28 


155 » | Toy religions as well as eivil rights of Scotland were 
more firmly guaranteed at, the Union of the-two kingdoms, 
in the year 170). Yet the Union was ſtrongly oppoſed by 


many ſenſible /juficious men, and able politicians.” See 
De Lolme, and Fletcher of Salton'sſententiousremarks onthe 


Union... The annihilation of the Scotch Parliament, and the 
very fmall number of repreſentatives in'the Britiſh, has ſank 


this ancient kingdom, into a ſtate of inſignificancy. | It way 
not very long after, ſo early as the year 1713, when the 


Scots complained of the infringement of ſeveral articles gf 
the Union, and demanded. the diſſolution of ĩt. The queſ- 
tion was put in the Houſe of Lords, and it carried ooly/by 
four voices, not to diſſolve the Union One material in- 


fringement of this great national compact, with reſpect to 
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folemn-oathss; [By this religion; which we this 
day profeſs, and our forefathers held ſo ſacred, 
we enjoy the moſt in valuable privileges. We 
are highly' favoured with the holy Scriptures 
in our native language : we are at full liberty 
to peruſe them as often, and as diligently as 
duty requires: we can ſpeak and converſi 
with freedom on the doctrines therein contain 
ed: and without fear or danger of being called 
to anfwer for our conduct before any human tri- 
| Suga, we enjoy the benefit of public inſtruction 

in thoſe" great things that concern che eternal 
Eletion of our ſouls. Enjoying the religion 
for which many of our anceſtors ſuffered and 
tbled, we all have the privilege of hearing the 
word of God preached, and of joining with our 
fellow Chriſtians on the Logv's day, in ſocial 
acts of divine worſhip and praiſe,” If proper 
members of the church, we can, from time to 
time, partake of the Loay's Supper ; and in the 
moſt public manner, without the eenſure or the 
frown of any man in x power," celebrate that ho- 


tet hi dre üg visy 
GA palin liberties was the act of Queen aur 
che act 1690, and reſtoring patrons to tlieir ſormer rights 
: of preſenting to yacant pariſhes. ' Hinc illz lachrymæ fays 
 $potifwood- on the ſubject of the Union, in his notes to 
y I. Kentie' s Inſtitutes ; to which he adds, p. 25. 7h 2 
u nis, talia fando, a 
v7 he: Temperet a lachrymis 3— N 1 | 


3% 38 E MD N . 


ly ordinance! agreeable to it's original appoints 
ment. Parents enjoy the impertant and exdears 
ing privilege of dedicating their young family 
to Con in baptiſm; and, by ſerting them a good 
example, they may train them up in the proteſ- 
tant religion, and in this way tranſmit their re- 
ligious privileges to generations yet unborn. 
They have full liberty to worſhip Gop in their 
families; to bring their children to the houſe of 
Gop on the Lozp's day; and ic inſtruct them in 
the precious truths. of the goſpel; without the 
knowledge of which, our exiſtence here would 
be unhappy, and our proſpects of a future world 
moſt alar ming and dreadful. It is indeed to be 
feared. that too many profeſſing Chriſtians, hq 
have enj joyed theſe privileges from their earlieſt 
years, have hitherta overlooked their value, be- 
cauſe they are ſo common. This is, and muſt be a 

matter of lamentation; and therefore, on this 

day, we have _ reaſon to join ance 

with our mirth. | ; 


bs the ſecond pace, Ar the e period . 
| of the Revolution, t the doctrines of this church, 
as contained in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of 
Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechiſms, 
were made an eſſential part of our national eſta- 
bliſhment. This was neceſſary for guarding a 2. 
inſt errors in the public teaching and inſtruc., 
tions of her miniſters ;* ſo that, none denying 


of this church. Dy enpreſs acts of Parliament, 
confirming and ratifying the acts of our General 
Aſſemblies, every licentiate for che ſacred mint 
ſtry, and every miniſter -at his ordination, is 
bound to ſubſeribe the Weſtminſter Confeſſion; 
and in the preſence of the congregation, where- 
of he is appointed paſtor; ſolemnly to retiouhce 
every tenet oppoſite to that form of ſound 
words. If he preach or vent any thing inimical 
to the ſentiments therein contained, no civil or 
eccleſiaſtical law affords him any longer protec- 
tion within the pale of the eſtabliſned church. 
He is liable to be caſt out of that ſociety, either 
by the General Aſſembly, or by an inferior 


church judicatory; and by their ſentence, which 


the civil power muſt carry into execution, to be 
deprived of every temporal emolument. * The 
act of toleration has indeed provided a remedy 
againſt any perſecution for conſcience fake, by 
allowing any perſon without the church to fol- 
low whatever ſentiments in religion he may 
think beſt, if his opinions are not contrary to 
the peace of ſociety, and to the ovit rights of 
Pritiſh fubjects. Tony 


— 


* See ien ee treatiſe on the Confelſion bf 
Faith, and the able vindication of the diſcipline and conſti- 
tution of the Church of Scotland, by the late Rev. Mr. 


Walker, miniſter at Dundonald ; for whoſe memory I wall . 
ever entertain the higheſt regard, 


— _— — — "_ 
an ——— — —— — 


for, is, that theſe rights, which have been tranſ- 
mitted to us by the Revolution, may be hand- 


„ abe 
"1 nave ofte en, my brethren” and mY much 

care, e the doctrines Artie in our 

moſt excellent Confeſſion, and can "truly" 7 


that they are doctrines moſt correſponding to 
the word of Gov, moſt calculated to bring ſin. 


ners to the Lon Jxsus CHR; and moſt con. | 


ducive, under the diyine Spirit, to promote pers 


ſonal holinefs, and to Carry on A work of grace in 


the heart for eternal felieity : and 1 can ſafely de- 


clare, it has not been, nor ſtill is from any party 
ſpirit, or from any regard to one man, or from 
any oppoſition to another, that I have made it 


my buſineſs, according to the ſolemn oath I took 
in this congregation, and in the preſence of ma- 
Ny v who are now hearing me, to adhere to theſe 
doctrines; and to preach among you the un- 
ſearchable riches of CHRisr. What 1 contend 
for; and what I wiſh you earneſtly to contend 


ed down to the riſing generation, as pure; as ſa- 
cred, and unimpaired as we found them. In 


adhering to the Confeſſion of Faith; and to the 
doctrines, thercin contained, we contend for the 


conſtitution. of this church, as eſtabliſhed by, the 
laws of our country; and in contending for it, 
ſuch are the privileges we enjoy under a free 
and happy government, that we can glory in it, 
in the face of our keeneſt oppoſers; we cãn de- 
fy all the arts and malice of our moſt invete- 
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rate adverſaries; we can ſmile at their weakneſs; be 
and conſcious that we are actuated by a conſti. 
tutional ſpirit, we can rejoice | chat we are ſup 
ported i in Our r eligious ſentiments by the Afſem- | 
blies of this. church; by..1 the King who ſits on 
the throne, and by. the Parliaments of Oreat Bri- 
tain. When I think on this ineſtimable privi- 


lege, I acknowledge myſelf at the greateſt loſs 

how to expreſs theſe feelings of gratitude and 

praiſe, which this part of my ſubject excites in . 
my mind, and I am perſuaded excites in the 


minds of moſt of my hearers, * 
Is throwing. out theſe ſentiments, I thus o. 
penly and avowedly eſpouſe that part, which 
every loyal ſubject, and every true member of 
this church, will moſt certainly this day eſpouſe, 
in returning thanks to Gop for the great things 
he hath done for this nation. Long have the 
friends of the church earneſtly wiſhed, and moſt 
anxiouſly deſired, more zeal, more ardour, and 


* Ir i is rindi to * ified, that ifs doctrines of our moſf 
excellent Confeſſion were. illuſtrated and vindicated. I am 
credibly informed, that Mr. Walker, after he publiſhed his 
Vindication of the Diſcipline, intended to have wrote a Vin- 
dication of the Doctrines of this Church. Among his manu 
ſcripts were found, after his death, the outlines of his plan, 
But few are poſſeſſed of his abilities i in point of cloſe reaſoit. | 


ing and ſound judgment. | | þ 
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in in che ſupport of our conſtitutions} 
rights; deeply convinced, that, in proportion 
to our indifference. or earneſtneſs concerning 
. theſe things, this church muſt either riſe or fall, 
decay or flouriſh. , But what are all wiſheg— 
what are tie moſt ardent deſires ? ? The Loxp 
hath long tried us, and in mercy is ſtill conti- 
nuing to prove us, whether or not we will heark- 
en to his voice, and obey his precepts. For a 
century paſt, this country has enjoyed, ſecure- 

ly enjoyed, the pure, unadulterated truths of 
the goſpel, contained in the word of Gov,, and 
in our moſt excellent Confeſſion : but who can 
tell, if an hundred years hence, our poſterity 
frall enjoy the ſame important privileges? Whe- 
ther, my brethren, ſhall we weep or thall were- 
Joiceforourchildren—for thefuturegeneration? 
A queſtion that very much depends on the im- 
provement we make of our preſent advantages. 
We ſhall not arraign the age in which we live, 
ds muck more degenerate than former times; 
but it is a certain fact, that not a few in this 
country hold the Confeſſion of Faith in the 
higheſt contempt, and pour out the greateſt 2 
veto: on rall N72 00 adhere to it.. Do you aſk who 


* done may he RIS to think, that the author has * 
preſſed himſelf with too much ſeverity in this and the follow- 
ing paragraphs. But the ſeverity he has uſed is gentleneſs, 
in compariſon with the keen invectives he has heard thrown' + 


out in converſation againſt the doctrines of our Confellion... * 
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theſe perſons are? To What different ſect or par- 
ty inimical to our conſtitution dd they belong ? 
Alas! my brethren; they are not open ſepara. 
tiſts from this church they dwell in her bo- 
for; and Hanne a bluſh' at the Wiſhoveſty of 
| 7 * e 
Nor in converſation * in ue 10. the . 
of aur Confeſſion have been attacked. For example, that 
important and fundamental article of our Creed, the doc- 
trine of Cuaisr's ſulſlitution, has lately been ridiculed, in 
a ſtory concerning a Britiſh Governor and an Indian Chief. 
Shall truth ſtand or fall according to the mere humours and 
caprices of men? gr, Is any doctrine to he tried at the bar of 
human tranſactions entitely unconnected with religion? This 


manner of treating the doqriges of our church unluckily 


bears too great a reſemblance to Gibbonꝰs ividious reſlections 
againſt the peculiar doctrines of our holy religion; when he 
ſays, in one place, That Chriltianity i is the only religion, 
« of which the god i is the victim: and in another, Phat 
« the god of Mihomet reigned without an equal, and with- 
«out a ſon.” - The remarks which the Reviewers make on 
this author merit particular attention. See the Monthly 
Review for September 1788, p. 233, 233. where they ob- 


ſerve, “ He diſcovers the bitterneſs of an adverſary, alter- 
« nacely employing the ſophiltry of the ſceptic, or the ſneer 


« of the ſatiriſt. This we regret, not for the ſake of Chriſti. 
& anity or the public, becauſe we are firmly of opinion, that 
« neither of them can receive any material or permanent 
6c injury from the argumerits or ſarcaſms of infidels : -but 
6 we regret it, for the fake of the author, and for the fake 
« of his friends, who may be ſwayed by his example, and - 
« biaſſed by his authority: and we lament, that in a work 


which diſcovers ability——the author ſhould deſcend to 
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their conduct, chey have the audacity and im: 
pertinence to toll yu to your face, that, while 
with the one hand they are receiving the privi 
leges of the church, with the other, they ave 
endeavouring to plunge the keeneſt poniard 


into her heart. ls our honeſt indignation. 25 


rouſed at ſuch unparalleled baſeneſs.? Are we 
warmed, and that juſtly, with a zeal for the ſa 
cred rights of our country, and for the true 
happineſs of ſociety ? ? *—Let us be warmed into 


| « "employ 4% 2200 the religion. of his country, «al it's pro- 


« fellory e oblique and invidious artifices of the Gallie 


« ſchool, and of Voltaire it's ſuperficial maſter.” ' The af- 


rity of the Reviewers" pen, however juſtly keen, miglit 
nk, been a little blunted, by conſidering that Mr. Gibbon 


never ſubſeribed the 39 Articles ; ; or'at leaſt, when he wrote 


his hiſtory, did not receive a ſalary to teach and defend the 


1 of bp country, and the Vece docrrines of Cliiſt . 


et 


* 


3 * Tus peculiar doctrines of the coſpal, As FR i 
our Conftflion, have received elucidation and eſtabliſhment 
from ſeveral anſwers to a late publication ; but the true 


und which ill remains to be occupied, is that of the Ar- 
ticle of Subſcription. "For what i is Subſcription to a Creed 
to any Confeſſion of Faith ? It is ſurely ſomething,” or it is 
nothing. Nothing if it be underſtood that we ſubſeribe 
the Confeſſion of Faith, only /o far as it is agreeable tb, or 
conſiſtent with the word of God, In this ſenſe, the mini- 


f ſters of the church of Scotland, at their ordination, and in- 
geed every perſon miy, with equal fafety, ſubſeribe the 


Talmud of the Jews, the Koran of Mahomet, or the Creed 
of the Socinians: for this would anſwer the very ſame pur- 
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holy fervent prayer, that the Lon would open 
their blind eyes, that he would purge away tho 
iniquity of our Zion; leſt, after taking lis peo 
ms from Werne come, he ſhould be Pro- 


— could EL 3 bard Che moſt ſcrupulous cont. 
enck. But that fubſcriprion is ſemetbing is evident from the 


expreſs words of the Formula. 1 do ſincerely own 


and believe the whole doftrins contained in the Con/efion 


« of Faith, approves by the General Aſſemblies of this Na- 

« tional Church, and ratified by law in the year 1690, and 
« frequently confirmed by diverſe acts of Parliament fince 
% that time, to be the truths of Gon; and I do own the 
* ſame as the Confe Mon of my Faith hieb dodritie I am 
by perſue 1:d i is founded on the word of Go, and”; 2955 
* thereto. And I promiſe, that through the grace of Con, 
« I ſhall firmly and. conſtantly adhere, to che fame; and 
*, to the, utmoſt, of my power ſhall, in my Ration, alert, 
t maintain, and defend, ſaid dodrine—renougcing all doe. 
„ trines, tenets, and opinions whatſoever contrary to, or 

« inconſiſtent with the ſaid doctrine, &c.“ The queſtions 
put to probationers when they are licenſed, and to miniſters 
at their ordination, are exactly of the ſame import, Here 
there can be no trifling, no poſſible evaſion whateypr. What a 
right any body of man may have to ditate ſuch rules is a 
very different queſtion: but it would ſeem. that public teſts 
and religious national eſtabliſhments are inſeparably con- 
. neRted ; otherwiſe Parliament, ſometime ago, would not ſa 
decidedly have with-held their conſent to the abolition of ſub- 
ſeription in England. If chis were wrong, let national eſta- 
bliſhments and ſubſcriptions fall together: but our free- 
thinkers in religion would be yery much miltaken as to the 
conſequences. . Till this happen, let integrity in the light of 
_ Gov and of men uniformly mark our conduct in this matter. 
See Mr. Walker's Vindication ebe 
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ue perde his fury on chis FOG 
—_— n aSfticior slbi on 28 ba 


+ 4 


2 % b 4 4 $4 F | 
JSI Gi JUG Müde 16133 


18 th hind yo Ar the dds -period 
of the Revolution; the form of preſbyterian 
church government was eſtabliſhed by the lawy 
of the land, in this part of the now united king- 
doms a form of eccleſiaſtical juriſprudence, the 
oftener we conſider, and compare it with the 
word of God, we have the more reaſon to admire 
it's excellence, and it's ſuitableneſs to preſerve un» 
corrupted the morals of the people. Such is the 
regular ſubor dination of our church courts, and 
ſo properly conſtituted, that if a true conſtin 
tutional ſpirit /pervaded their members, the re- 
Iigious rights and privileges of every individual 
in this church would be enjoyed with ſafety, and 
defended with ability. By this conſtitution, 
whereby an exact equality among thoſe: of the 
clerical character is preſerved, the pernicious 
evils which prevail in the neighbouring church 
of England are happily prevented. We have 
no plurality” of inge no ſale of beneſices $ 


. Mucna N odium has been thrown npon the AY | 
ceedings of the General Afſ:mblies of this church, eſpecially” 
reſpecting che ſettlement of miniſters in vacant pariſhes ; but 
it ought to be attended to, that General Aſſemblies can make 
no acts binding on the church, unleſs che majority of preſhy +. 
teries approve of their overtures and theſe are termed Bar- 
rier acts, in diſtinction from the ſumplę deciſions of the Ge. 


neral Aſſembly. 


* 
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no ſimonaical practices, at leaſt openly avow- 
ed: we have no idle miniſter, no unſcrip- 
tural ſinecures, but a ſeparate charge is aſſigned 
paſtor 3 and particular duties marked 
t, which deen eee au the in- 
cumbents of Leone ne 18840. 
10 A Jing ni ba. 
Salute elne =_ ies: of the cadets 
rian conſtitution is evident, not from it's corre- 
ſpondence to the plan of the primitive churches 
only, but likewiſe from it's happy effects in 
ſociety. Perhaps there are no people under 
the ſun more intelligent in general, and more 
ſerioufly diſpoſed, than thoſe in communion 
with the church of Scotland. Comparing them 
not with foreign nations, but even with: our 


fellow ſubjects in the church of England, we 


will at once diſcern a manifeſt and decided fu- 
periorĩty in point of religioun knowledge. Ma- 
ny, almoſt all the counties in that kingdom, 
would be totally loft in groſs darkneſs, if it 
were not for the diſſenting, eſpecially the in- 
dependent intereſt: and in chat church, it i is 
well known, diſcipline bas long ago been an- 
nihilated. It is indeed much to be lamented, 
that, after all, our knowledge, our religion, 
and morals do not keep pace with our external 
privileges. If a greater value were put on the 
privileges of our church, if more reſpect were 
paid to her excellent regulations, and more at- 


* 
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tention to her diſcipline and doctrines, our Zi- 
on might yet be the praiſe of the whole earth; 
and might verify the compariſon that has been 
made, that while the church of England, at the 
Revolution, was like Lazarus riſing from the 
grave bound hand and foot, this church was 
like CHaIs r himſelf in his reſurrection, who left 
behind in the ſepulchre, every thing which had 
A relation to that ſtate of lowly humiliation. 


1 are ſome of the great things the Loan 
hath done for us, which we cannot now farther 


illuſtrate: At the memorable period of the Re- 
volution, our civil liberties were firmly ſecured: 
the proteſtant religion was legally eſtabliſhed : 
the Confeſſion bf Faith. and the Larger and 

Shorter Catechiſms were made the ſtandards of 
doctrine; and the preſbyterian form of church 
government obtained through every part of this 
| ancient kingdom, . 


On this day of . gladneſs, we. would 
not willingly mingle any bitter ingredient in 
the cup of joy we are called with gratitude to 
drink; but after having thus directed your at- 


tention to the excellence of our conſtitution, 


bath in church and ſtate, it would be unfair 


and uncandid to paſs over ſome of thoſe griev- 
ances, under which we ſtill labour. Such is the 


imperfection of all human things, and of all 
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human governments, that tlie beſt concerted 
laws cannot ſufficientiy guard againſt oorruption 
in principle and: depravity in the morals of the 
people. What though our civil laws be moſt. 
excellent there is evidently 4 want of vigour 
and attention i in'the perfons'i in whoſe hands the 
execution of them is entruſted. Proceſſes in 
our civil courts are ſo tedious; ' expenſive and 
precarious, that men of real honeſty are often 
obliged to yield the conteſt to the moſt worth- 
leſs and abandoned: and ſo neglected is the po- 
lice of the country in general, that very few of 


the ſalutary regulations reſpecting the good or- 


der of ſociety are put into execution. We la- 
ment theſe grievances; and the more ſo} as they 
evidently flow from the want of virtue — 
tegrity in the different ranks of ſociety. 51115 fo 

Linn e tot & 1 Pen; 1 bas ore 
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Alx many places of Scotland, particularly in towns, and 
their neighbourhood, the vagrant poor have become an in · 
tolerable nuiſance; and the Loup day is with impunity 
more and more profaned. There is ſurely an uncommon _ 
weakneſs either in the power or inclination of acting magi- 
ſtrates i in general — Not. i in power ; for the laws of our 
country are moſt excellent and pointed ou theſe! ſubjects. 
How low are we fallen, when his Majeſty's | proclamation, 
reſpecting the ſuppreſſion of vice and immorality, emitted 
laſt year, was much better attended to and enforced through- 2 
out England than with us — preſumption at leaſt, that a re- 
formation of manners may ſooner, take Rows in 12285 than” 
in North Brita. » | | 


- FourninG our attention to the exerciſe of diſ- 
. cipline in the church to which we belong, we 
ſhall find matters in a ſituation almeſt equally 
deplorable. - The conſtitution and laws of our 
church, however excellent, are not proof againſt 
the bad and corrupted habits of the people: and 
thoſe who complain moſt vehemently againſt - | 
miniſters.in church courts, are commonly the 
moſt licentious, and the moſt unwilling to ſub- 
mit to their diſcipline ; while the conduct of the | 
few remaining friends of ſound principles is 
marked with a narrow, ſelſiſh, and worldly ſpi- 
rit, by which the goſpel is brought i into diſgrace, 
and no ſmall occaſion of triumph is given to it's 
adverſaries. In thoſe. pariſhes where a ſtricter 
. diſcipline is preſexved, much reproach has been 
caſt: on miniſters and their ſeſſions, by the peo- 
ple in general; becauſe the good rules and ex- 
cellent laws of the church are not violated, to 
indulge them in their criminal purſuits. We 
by no means would exculpate the conduct of 
ſeveral church judicatories, who have too far 
conformed to the growing bad inclinations of 
thoſe under their juriſdiction; but there is much 
truth in the obſervation, that, if the manners of 
the people were leſs corrupted, theſe courts 
would not find the exerciſe of diſcipline ſo diff. 
cult; their deciſions would be more pure, and 
more correſponding to the word of Gov, the in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice. For my own 
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part, I have all along found it a matter of con- 
fiderable difficulty to adhere ſtedfaſtly to our 
good eccleſiaſtical laws, ariſing from the repeat- 
ed ſolicitations of many in this congregation, to , 
break throygh them, and from their extreme 
unwillingneſs to ſubmit to juſt and proper au- 
thority. Thus, both in church and ſtate, there 
appears a great and lamentable declenſion, ow- 
ing, in a great meaſure, to the want of RP 
and virtue in the people in general. 


Tarrsz is only another grievance which 1 
ſhall barely mention, that has taken place fince 
the memorable period we are this day comme- 
morating. Some of you, I doubt not, antici- 
pate what I am going to expreſs. I have in my 
eye the law of this country concerning patron- 
age, by which the power of preſenting miniſters 
to different congregations is lodged in the hands 
of ſingle individuals, for the moſt part other- 
wiſe entirely unconnected with the pariſhes of 
which they are patrons. We might eaſily ſhew, 
that this mode of ſettling miniſters is in dire& 
oppoſition to the word of Gov, to the Revolu- 
tion ſettlement, to the articles of Union, and to 
our civil and religious liberties. This is acknow- 
ledged to be a grievance by almoſt every deſcrip- 
tion of men in this kingdom, who unite in ex- 
preſſing an earneſt deſire that ſome redreſs was 

of | 


| 


— ——— ag — — 


| 
| 
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obtained. We have ſeen it's unhappy eſſects 


in the diviſions among us; in ſeparating many 
of our fellow chriſtians from this church; and 


in driving them to other ſocieties, whereby the 


hond of peace and of love has been greatly bro- 


ken. But a ſeparation from our church, for 
this reaſon, hath appeared to many judicious 


perſons very unwarrantable ; and ought not ta 
have taken place, till every attempt, in a con- 
ſtitutional way, had been made, by petitioning 
the legiſlature for a redreſs of this grievance z 


and who knows, but if all who once belonged. 
to this church had united with thoſe who conti- 


nue the members of it, and, as one man, had pe- 


_ tioned Parliament, this evil might have been re- 


medied, or at leaſt conſiderably leſſened? Much 
has been ſaid of late years concerning this in- 
tolerable bondage: but we muſt ſay, after con- 


| fidering the disjointed plans, and propoſals of 


the friends of the conſtitution relative to this 
ſubject, that the Lonp $ time is not 9 come. 1 


0 75 0 


* Ses Tracts on 8 publiſbed by the late Rev, 
Mr. Randall of Stirling; who, for erudition as a ſcho- 
lar, for deep penetration as a man, and for candour of ſenti- 


ment as a Chriſtian, has been equalled by few. It is ardent: 


ly wiſhed, that more of his writings had been publiſhed ; as 
every thing that came ſrom his pen was new and original. 


_ His treatiſe on patronage throws more light on that yes 


than any that has yet been publiſhed. 
& Some profeſed friend: of this church have declared for 
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Let us be earneſt in our prayers for the good of 
our Zion, that the Lon po would build up the 
walls of our Jeruſalem: and perhaps en 
to the want of prayer among us, that he is ſtill 
continuing to try us with this and other evils, | 
with which we are burdened. — 


Bur not to throw a ding on our Joy this day 
by dwelling too long on theſe grievances, 1 
would earneſtly entreat your attention to the 
great bleflings and manifold mercies you never- 
theleſs enjoy at this preſent period—bleſlings 
and mercies-more or leſs intimately connected 
with the eſtabliſhment of our civil and religious 
liberties at the Revolution. Let me then call 
upon you to bleſs the Loud, that he hath pre- 
ſerved ſo entire the conſtitution of church and 
ſtate for theſe hundred years paſt. Return 
thanks to Gov for baffling the repeated attempts 
of the popiſh family that once filled the throne 
of theſe kingdoms, by which all our civil and 


popular election -a mode of ſettlement which does not meet 
the views and ſentiments of the moſt judicious : others, with 
a greater degree of reaſon, have contended for the reſtora- 
tion of the act 1690, as that to which we have a conſtitution- 
al right. On this latter ground, the General Seſſion of E- 
dinburgh, ſome years ago, proceeded, when they warmly 
intereſted themſelves in this important cauſe; but we now 
hear no more of them. TA 


FT f 


* Plal, H. 18. 


46 5 k K M ON l. 


facred liberties would hive been overturned. 
Bleſs Gop that he hath placed on the throne of 
theſe kingdoms a mild, a gentle, and exempla- 
ry Prince, whoſe domeſtic virtues dignify the 
crown he wears, and endear him to all the ſub- 
jets he governs; and whoſe fobriety ought to 
be imitated by every member of ſociety. * Be 
thankful that you are the members of a church, 
whoſe conſtitution in doctrine and diſcipline is 
ſtill the ſame it was at the Revolution, however 
violent and many the attempts have been to dif. 
figure and deftroy it. Bleſy God for the holy 
Scriptures you have in your hands; and for the 
valuable truths contained in the- Confeſſion of 
Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechiſms 
of this church. In particular, 1 would call up- | 


* Trovca a few weeks have only elapſed fince this na- 
tion, with gladneſs of heart, commemorated the Revolu- | 
tion ; yet in that very ſhort ſpace, a melancholy gloom hag 
overſpread theſe kingdoms, on account of the alarming indiſ- 
poſition of our moſt gracious Sovereign. When we are 
threatened with the loſs of any bleſſing, we juſtly magnify 
it's value, and tremble at the proſpect. At this preſent eri - 
ſis, every breaſt muſt be agitated with the moſt anxious ſo- 
licitude—every eye will be moiſtened with the tear of ſym- 
pathy and condolence ; while the moſt ſervent prayers are 
offered up to Gon, that, in his great goodneſs, he may, if 
conſiſtent with his divine will, ſpeedily reſtore our amiable. 
Sovereign to his former health, and by his infinite wiſdom 
direct the proceedings of both Houſes of Parliament for the 
e and welfare of theſe 8 | 
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on you in this congregation to bleſs God, that 
he gives you free acceſs to public worſhip, and 
permits you to enjoy the folemn ordinances f 
religion. Return the moſt grateful thanks to 
him in your own name, and in the name of your 
children, that he hath put it into the hearts of 
thoſe in authority in this place, to build this 
houſe for divine worſhip; whoſe conduct, in this 
reſpect, cannot be ſufficiently commended; * 
and that he hath alſo put it into the heart of 
your ſtated paſtor, at leaſt to endeavour to ſet 
before you the truths of the goſpel, according 
to the word of Gop, and the conſtitution of this 
church, amid the many errors and diviſions that 
prevail at this day. Return thanks to God, that 
e every man can ſit under his vine and under his 
te fig-tree, and none to make him afraid; + and 
that he hath now crowned the year with his 
bountiful liberality, in giving us fo plentiful a 
The conduct of the Magiſtrates and Council, and Com- 
munity of the burgh of Newton, in building a church, which 
coſt about a thouſand pounds, and afterwards at conſider- 
able expence erecting their town into a pariſh, deſerves more 
praiſe than has hitherto been given them; but though their 
uncommon liberality for the ſake of the goſpel has not met 
with it's due commendation, they may indulge themſelves 
with the fond and juſtifiable hope, that generations yet un- 
born ſhall riſe up and call them bleſſed, as the happy inſtru- 
ments in divine Providence of eſtabliſhing the Rated means 
of religion in this place, formerly in a great meaſure deſti- 


tute of them. 
| + Micah iv. 4. 
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| harveR;" Irheredy* our mouths are filled with 

| food, and our hearts with gladneſs . But, ere, 

time would fail to enumerate the thouſandth' | 

part of the bleflings we enjoy, for Which we 

| ought to be thankfül. Above all, let tHoſs/a-? 

| mong you; who have profited under the mini: 1 

ſtry of the word, be doubly grateful for the rich - 

| 

| 

| 


ſpiritual tnercies' and benefits of -the'\new-cove- © 
nant they have received: and ſuch as hitherto - 1 
have remained ſtrangers to the life and power 
of religion, let them bleſs Gop that he hath been 
pleaſed to lengtben out the day of their merei- 
ful viſitation! Amidſt ſuch a flood of divine 
benignity; and aſtoniſhing loving 'kindneſs, is 
it poſſible that one ungrateful heart ſhould be 
found? Amidſt the general voice of praiſe, 
tan there be one jarring diſcordant ſtring to 
mar the hymn of harmonious joy, and cordial 
thankſgiving? Muſt we not feelingly ſay, every 
one from his own experience, The Lord hath,” 
„ Jone great things for us, whereof we are 
e glad! But into this large and bah 
field l Talinot at OT farther lead — 


nne 


improvement, dende to point forth the hay: o 

py effects which the conſideration of theſe great - 
things ought to produce on our temper and 
conduct. 
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115 „ Tazis natural tendency i is to — 
gladneſs of heart. This is not that un 
joy, or tumultuous mirth, in which too many 
indulge themſelves on occaſions of ing 
for public deliverances, or for public mercies. 
True joy is a ſeriqus thing. This is the joy we 
ought to feel, this the gladneſs that ought to 
poſſeſs our hearts as chriſtians, ariſing from the 
glad and comfortable principles of the goſpel we 
| profeſs to believe: It is impoſſible we can feel 

true joy, or gladneſs of heart, unleſs we con- 


nect with it the well grounded hopes of our ſal- 5 


vation, through our Loxp Jesus CHRIST: for 
amid all their mirth and feſtivity, the hearts 
of the wicked muſt be ſad. Let our praiſes then 
on this day and every future day of our lives, 
be of that ſpiritual nature which the glad tidings 
of the goſpel muſt always inſpire; that, in the 
good ways of the Lozp,; we may, like the Ethi- 
opian Eunuch, * go on in our chriſtian courſe. 
rejoicing, that he hath not dealt ſo with every 
nation, or with every individual; and as for his 

judgments and precepts they have. not known. 
them as we have done. + Here indeed we all 
have much reaſon to be humbled, under a fenſe 
of our manifold fins and backſlidings from the 
path of duty. Conſcious of our extreme un- 
worthineſs, our guilt, and n let us 

G 
| © At vill 29. + Plat. ei. 20 
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look by-faith to the blood of atonement, which 
cheanſerh from all fin; and mingling! tears of 
contrite forrow with our ſongs of cordial thankfſ- 
giving, let us attend to all the commandments 
of our Gov, that under the ſanctifying inſſnen- 
ces of the divine Spirit, we may be prepared for 
that eternal jubilee of praiſe, which ſhall be kept 
by myriads of the redeemed from among men 
in the regions of ee e week | 


1 th. 


as hs. ayon your temper, 0 ikewils 6500 
Your conduct let the conſideration of your dif- 
tinguiſhing privileges produte a proper eſſect. 
Are you the fubjetts of à free and happy go- 
vernment? let not this freedom you ſo much 
boaſt of and value be ever turned into licenti · 
ouſhebs.. It is not enough. that you carefully a- 
void. thoſe prattices that would diſgrace of 
expoſe you to the puniſhment of the civil law. 
You-ougkt to be diligent and attentive in be- 
Having yourſelves as the ſubjefts of 2 happy and 
excellent government; doing all in your rg 
to promote the real good of your country; an 
by every poſſible method, to advance · the hap- 
pineſs of the ſociety to which you more particu- 


larly belong. If you regard the peace of your 3 


fellow men, you will eſpecially guard againſt a 
ſpirit of envy and ill-will, of malice and revenge. 
There is no conduct more foreign to the ſpirit 
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and genius of the goſpel of peaet, chan that of 
evil ſpeaking}; traduting the character of your . 
neigbbour, and repreſenting dus conduct in the 
moſt unfavourable light. A practice that very 
ill becomes the privileges you enjoy as men, as 
members nn 2nd above all, as): 
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BEAR likewife as the beuge ſi of that 
church to which you belong. It is not ſuſfſici- 
ent that you guard againſt thoſe things that 
might ſubject you to the'cenfures of the church: 
you are to he ambitious to be the ſhining orna- 
ments of it. Exemplary in your conduct in the 
different ſtations and relations in Which you ate 
placed: anxious and careful parents; obedient 
and attentive children; loving ' huſbands and 
dutiful wives; tender maſters and faithful fer- 
vants; reverencing your ſuperiors; complaiſunt 
to thoſe beneath you, and every way agreeable 
to your equals ; rejoicing with thoſe that do re- 
joice, and weeping with thoſe that weep.” Con- 
ſcientiouſly obſerving the duties you owe Govin 
your families; ſanctifying the Lonb's day; at- 
tending to the means of grace with diligence; „ 
eſtimating highly the preaching of the word, 
and the diſpenſation of divine ordinances . 
5 "Rf 0 G 2 4 | 9 8 5 
* Ir is much to be lamented, chat che jaſtituted means of 
public worſhip are ſo ſhamefully neg!:Red by ſo many, who 
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following peace with all men, and holineſs, 
Fe. without which no man ſhall ſes the Lok.“ % 
if theſe things do not mark our lives and con- 
duct, our thankſgivings this oy have not been 
fincere ; our gratitude has onl J been pretended; 
nor can we hope, in this caſe, that our praiſes 

hall be e, by the living : and true Go. $I 


12 an of us then, my brethren, gudy our 
duty to that Gop who hath done for us ſo great 
things; let us ſtudy our duty to the ſtate of 
which we are ſubjects, and our duty to the 
church of which we are members: that thus 
improving our mercies, we may hope, through 
Js3vs CHalsr, to be admitted at laſt into that 
heavenly kingdom which ſhall never be moved; if 
where there is nothing to hurt or to deſtroy; 
where there is no imperfection to bewail, nor 
change to fear, but where all is complete happi- 
neſs, permanent and durable for ever. Nowy 
unto him who hath done ſo great things for us, 
whereof we are this day glad, to him be ho- 


nour and glory, dumalen vs aki, far | 


ever and wer. Aen. 


profaſs themſelves <briſtians i in \ rowns——Hence 
the deep i ignorance 0 of the principles of religion, and the er- 
minal indulgenc in almoſt every ſpecies of wickedneſs phat 
FA» much prevails to the * of the enen profelſion, 
OO Haba j t Hebei 38. | 
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8 TAIL, LIBERTY 1 celeſtial add 
* To every free · born BRITON dere 
In beauteous robes of light array d., 

With all thy radiant eee 2 
0 thee, an this auſpicious dag, 855 
We raiſe the yotive, ſolemn lx 
Smit with thy charms— thy energy divine, 

The vond'ring aajona 'ropad in graft dere 

i you-! 44% . | 1188 m_ 


Enamour'd ot chy n . 5 
I.hhy ſmile our eee 
Thro- fields of flain, «thxo* ew'ry ſtorm, 
For thee with noble ardour fought: 
With Glory's fire their boſoms burn 3 
Ihe Deſpot's awful threats they ſcorn'd ;. 
Nor thro' wild ages was the conteſt vain-— 
EAV'N heard their fervent prayer, ny broky 
* ging chain. Ty 


® ; 


44 ODE TO LIBERTY, 
Nurs'd in their fens by BzLo1a's Sons, 
Tas there thy youth to vigour roſe; 
was there thou check dſtthetyrant's frowns 
And triumph'df oer th” embattled foes : 
With blooming wreaths of olive crown'd, 


was there thou ſpread'ſt thy gifts around; 
Till rous'd by Barra“ $ — by BriTain's 
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© ies,” 
| Ton left thy low. ſunk ſhores for far more genial 
e. | 
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On that blelt "Py when WILT4AM: Gail'd 
A dvent'rous Ger the azure main, 
When warring winds no more Ne, | 
7 And ſtorms of faction rag'd in vain 
Twas then, With beaming irdtebrgbt, 
Thuy form amaz'd thy enraptur'd fight; 
'Twas then you calmly fat, and ſteerꝰd the * 
To fave a linking ſtate, and raiſe this fair realm. 
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And when, on ALRION's | billow'd thre, 
Thine awful enfigns were unfurbd, 
Oppreſſion's voice was heard no more, 
And Glory gave thee to the world; 
Twas then you plac'd on Barrai's throne 
Thy Faw'nrTz's ſtandard, and thine own ; | 
With all thy gifts to bleſs this ſea-girt ile, ; 
ad charm each' diſtant age with thy tes. 


ſmile. 
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GE TO UIBDT RTI. 15 
Twice fifty ſuns havs ſen thy reign, - 
With arts of peace and honours ITY 
With all the Graces in thy train, 
In all their falreſt veſtments Nes d.: 
By thee the Muſes tune the lay, 
_ Enraptur'd with thy gentle . 
By thee the pencil bids ine canvats 8 


And muſie ſtrikes the Iyre, or wakes tie 6 
| hell. e 
Tis thine. to chen the beaſant i toll 1 
In ſummet's drought, in winter's ſtorms; 
To his cultur'd fields the While, 
From Danger'sfrowns, and War's . 
Tis thine to bid our Harveſts riſe + 

. Wide waving.to th' autumnal 5 

. Tis thing e ſend,” with white e cas an 


fuld, 39 e * pans} y 
Our commerce and our trade around de won 


ering world. 


But chief, RELIGION! at thy ſhrine, 
With grateful hearts we lowly Oy 
To thee we owe our joys divine, 
On thee our ſweeteſt hopes depend: 
No Romiſh. Zeal, with impious band 
Shakes uncontrolPd her fiery brand, 
Nor Perſecution, in his madd'ning rage, © 
With ſavage ſlaughter ſtains the annals. of the 


36% ODE TO LIBERTY: 
But rifing fair at FxkEpon's ſway, TW 

Here heav'nly Peace in beauty blooms | 
And ſacred Truth, with pureſt ray, 
The dark; benighted mind illumes: 
While far beyond the bounds of time, 
Exults the ſoul with views ſublime ; 


With rapture eyes her future bright abode, 
Where ſhines her FaTazRr's face; and her redeem: 


ing GOD. 25 af 


BRITAIN! thy winding ſhores along, 
Leet the glad voice of praiſe ariſe; 
Thy verdant vales repeat the oughy 
Thuy cities waft it to the ſkies: 
May ſons unborn prolong the lay; 

And oft proclaim this glorious day; ; 
And, bound in LIBER T Y's endearing chad, 
May lateſt 8 bail RELIGION'S I reign, 
0 


